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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Dominican Republic-United States
Stolen Vehicle Treaty
September 8, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Dominican Republic for the Return
of Stolen or Embezzled Vehicles, with Annexes,
signed at Santo Domingo on April 30, 1996.
I transmit also, for the information of the Sen-
ate, the report of the Department of State with
respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of stolen vehicles
treaties being negotiated by the United States
in order to eliminate the difficulties faced by

owners of vehicles that have been stolen and
transported across international borders. When
it enters into force, it will be an effective tool
to facilitate the return of U.S. vehicles that have
been stolen or embezzled and taken to the Do-
minican Republic.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty, with An-
nexes, and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 8, 1999.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the International Convention for the
Suppression of Terrorist Bombings
September 8, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the International Convention for the
Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly on De-
cember 15, 1997, and signed on behalf of the
United States of America on January 12, 1998.
The report of the Department of State with
respect to the Convention is also transmitted
for the information of the Senate.

In recent years, we have witnessed an unprec-
edented and intolerable increase in acts of ter-
rorism involving bombings in public places in
various parts of the world. The United States
initiated the negotiations of this convention in
the aftermath of the June 1996 bombing attack
on U.S. military personnel in Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia, in which 17 U.S. Air Force personnel
were killed as the result of a truck bombing.
That attack followed other terrorist attacks in-
cluding poison gas attacks in Tokyo’s subways;
bombing attacks by HAMAS in Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem; and a bombing attack by the IRA
in Manchester, England. Last year’s terrorist at-
tacks upon United States embassies in Nairobi

and Dar es Salaam are recent examples of such
bombings, and no country or region is exempt
from the human tragedy and immense costs that
result from such criminal acts. Although the
penal codes of most states contain provisions
proscribing these kinds of attacks, this Conven-
tion provides, for the first time, an international
framework for cooperation among states directed
toward prevention of such incidents and ensuing
punishment of offenders, wherever found.

In essence, the Convention imposes binding
legal obligations upon States Parties either to
submit for prosecution or to extradite any per-
son within their jurisdiction who commits an
offense as defined in Article 2, attempts to com-
mit such an act, participates as an accomplice,
organizes or directs others to commit such an
offense, or in any other way contributes to the
commission of an offense by a group of persons
acting with a common purpose. A State Party
is subject to these obligations without regard
to the place where the alleged act covered by
Article 2 took place.

Article 2 of the Convention declares that any
person commits an offense within the meaning
of the Convention if that person unlawfully and
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intentionally delivers, places, discharges or deto-
nates an explosive or other lethal device in, into
or against a place of public use, a state or gov-
ernment facility, a public transportation system,
or an infrastructure facility, with the intent (a)
to cause death or serious bodily injury or (b)
cause extensive destruction of such a place, facil-
ity or system, where such destruction results
in or is likely to result in major economic loss.
States Parties to the Convention will also be
obligated to provide one another legal assistance
in investigations or criminal or extradition pro-
ceedings brought in respect of the offenses set
forth in Article 2.

The recommended legislation necessary to im-
plement the Convention will be submitted to
the Congress separately.

This Convention is a vitally important new
element in the campaign against the scourge
of international terrorism. I hope that all states
will become Parties to this Convention, and that
it will be applied universally. I recommend,
therefore, that the Senate give early and favor-
able consideration to this Convention, subject
to the understandings and reservation that are
described in the accompanying State Depart-
ment report.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

September 8, 1999.

Remarks on Combating Crime
September 9, 1999

Thank you very much, Mayor Webb, for your
words and your work and your friendship. Thank
you, Commissioner Timoney, for the example
that you and so many others in law enforcement
set. I want to thank all the mayors here today.
There’s really quite an amazing array of our
Nation’s chief executives of our cities, and Re-
publicans and Democrats alike. Thank you all
for coming.

I thank the county officials who are here,
the police chiefs and others in law enforcement
who are here, and those of you who are here
supporting them from the National Council of
Churches and other groups.

I want to thank Attorney General Reno and
Secretary Summers and Secretary Cuomo, Dep-
uty Attorney General Holder, Treasury Under
Secretary for Enforcement Jim Johnson. They
are some of the team and the heart of the
team that we have had working at this crime
issue now for 61⁄2 years. And any success that
our administration has enjoyed, I think belongs
in large measure to them as well as to the
remarkable partnership that we have enjoyed
with all of you, and I thank them for that.

There have already been a couple of ref-
erences made to the fact that many of you were
with me here in the White House way back
in January of 1994 when I asked you to walk

a beat in the Halls of Congress to put more
police on the street, to ban assault weapons,
to keep guns out of the hands of those who
shouldn’t have them, to fund local prevention
programs, to help keep our kids out of trouble
in the first place even as we have tougher pun-
ishment for serious, violent crimes.

At the time, I think most people in this coun-
try assumed that the crime rate would go up
forever and that nothing could be done to bring
it down substantially. But I didn’t believe that,
because I had seen from neighborhoods in Los
Angeles to the street I walked with Mayor
Rendell in Philadelphia and to many other
places that I have been with many of you from
late 1991 through 1993 that the crime rate was
already going down in places where people had
done what makes sense to reconnect police offi-
cers to their communities and to take sensible
preventive measures.

Well, with a lot of effort, a lot of blood on
the floor, and the sacrifice—I think we should
never forget the sacrifice—of some Members’
seats in the United States Congress, we did pass
the 1994 crime bill. A lot of people used that
passage to go home in 1994 and then try to
terrify the voters that we were going to take
away all their hunting and sporting rights. And
others said it was a great waste of money, that
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